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THURSDAY, APRIL 9 2009

The Darwin 2009  celebration is in full swing for
Spri ng! A large part of the Darwin 2009  celebration is
dedicated to providing teachers with materi als to help
students learn about Darwi n and evoluti on. This
monthÕs newsletter will help  teachers and parents
navigate through all of the available educational
opportu ni ti es that the celebration has to offer.

Below, youÕll find a list of f r ee, downl oadab le
lesson pl ans  that  includes pre- and post-visit
activiti es, discussion jump-starters, and a sel f -guided
tr ip  to one of the parti cipating Darwin 2009
museums. ItÕs best to schedule your class trip ahead of
time to assure your spot, get group rates, and learn
about other opportu ni ti es that each museum offers.

Inspire students to discover all that the following
Pittsburgh cultu ral i nsti tuti ons have to offer, and book
your f ield tri p today!

Also, donÕt miss the f inal  Dar win 2 009  lectur es
and tal ks  thi s month.  Topics include sexual selection,
speciation, human evoluti on, and the co-existence of
reli gious faith and evoluti on (see right).

DNA Day, April 25 - “What Darwin Didn’t Know”
Save the date! On Apr il 25, the
Dar win 2009  par tnership will
celebrate Natio nal DNA Day. DNA
Day commemorates the completion
of the Human Genome Project in
Apr il 2003, the discovery of the DNA double helix  in  1953,
and the future of genomics.

Dar win was fascinated by the wondrous var iety  in  nature
but never  knew where it came fr om. DNA answered many
questions that help us understand the evolution of life !

Man y Dar win 2009  museums will offer  fun, hands-on
activitie s that explore how DNA has revolutionized our
understanding of evolution.

Lear n more about DNA Day

back to top

National Aviary
Opens April

Uniq ue B eak Ph ysiq ue -
Lesson f or  Gr ades K-6
Did you know that the flamingoÕs
beak acts very much like a strainer?
Compare and contrast your way

thro ugh this tour of the National AviaryÕs diverse
collecti on, discovering how a birdÕs habitat and food
source shape the evoluti on of different bird beaks. In
additi on, donÕt miss the
AviaryÕs ÒFlitezoneÓ and

April Events

Book your Darwin Field Trip today!

National Aviary

Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium

Carnegie Science Center

Phipps Conservatory and Botanical
Gardens

Carnegie Museum of Natural History

DNA Day! - “What Darwin Didn’t Know”
April 25

Evening Lecture Series

April 23
Can You Believe in God and
Evolution? A Guide for the Perplexed
Dr. Martinez Hewlett, University of
Arizona, Tucson, Arizona and the
Dominican School of Philosophy and
Theology, Graduate Theological Union,
Berkeley, California

For Act 48 credit please
register online »

More Evening Lecture Series »

Science Talks ÒEvidence
for Evolutio nÓ

Fri at Duquesne University and Sat at
Carnegie Museum of Natural History

April 17
Early Human Populations in the New
World: A Biased Perspective
 James Adovasio, Mercyhurst
University.

For Act 48 credit please
register online »

More Science Talks »
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ÒFeeding TimeÓ shows!
Get the lesson plan

Bir ds of  a Feath er  -
Lesson Pl an f or  Gr ades 4 -7
Hawks, eagles, owls - birds of prey are astounding
creatures, and unfortu nately many species are
threatened or endangered. Tour f ive different birds of
prey species to see how morphological and
evoluti onary trai ts, such as talons, plumage, and beaks,
make each bird a member of a unique species.

Help students support thei r favori te birds! Guide your
class in wri ti ng letters to a congressman or wi ldli fe
organization. Get the lesson plan

How do I  schedule field trips at the Nation al
Aviary?

W eb: Book Now!
Em ail : education.programs@aviary.org
Cal l :  312.323-7235 ext 209

back to top

Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquariums
Opens April

A Cl ass System  - Lesson Pl an
for  Gr ades 5-7
DarwinÕs Tree of Life sketch impli es
that no organism is more complex
than another: each species on earth
has evolved its own amazing,
individual adaptati ons. ÒA Class

SystemÓ teaches this important concept both in the
classroom and at the Zoo. Whether observing a
bullf rog or a Komodo dragon, discover
what we can learn by classifying 
common and exoti c animals  withi n the
same system.
Get the lesson plan

W hat W oul d I D o W ith out You?  -
Lesson Pl an f or  Gr ades 5-7
How have lions adapted to best capture
giraffes? And how have giraffes best adapted to evade
li ons? Help students discover the concept of
co-evoluti on by looking at predator/p rey relationships.
Play a fun ÔtagÕ game in the classroom, and then head
out to the Zoo. Get the lesson plan

How do I  schedule field trips at the Pittsburgh
Zoo?      

W eb: Book Now!

Special thanks to the collab oratin g teams: Er in  Estell, Caitlin
Stone, Steve Sarro, and Todd Katzner  at the Natio nal Aviar y,
and Dave Min tz, Mar gie Mar ks, Jennifer  Hicks, Kevin
OÕConnell, Mar k Rear don, and Tracy Gray at the Pitts burgh
Zoo & PPG Aquar ium
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Carnegie Science Center
Chatting with  Dar win - Lesson
Pl an
Have you ever wanted to ask
Darwin questions? With a new

News & Ongoing Events

Horse Evolution: Teen Docent
Exploration Station
Carnegie Museum of Natural History
Saturdays 12-4:00 until May 23rd  

Horse feet replicas now availab le
for  purchase by teachers, schools,
and museums! For  more in fo,
contact John Pollock at
pollock@duq.edu

“Equustravaganza” at the Carnegie
Museum of Natural History

Ask Darwin - The Darwin Synthetic
Interview
Carnegie Science Center
Permanent exhibit, 4th floor

Our Cells, Our Selves
Planetarium Show
Carnegie Science Center, Buhl
Planetarium check show times

Black Holes, Beakers, and Books book
club at the Carnegie Library, April 19:
Visiting author Ann Gibbons discusses
her book, The First Human

Earlier Darwin 2009 newsletters

In The Press

Biologist to speak on 'marvelous
process' of evolution
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
March 18th, 2009

Vatican conference a sign church,
evolution co-exist
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
March 1st, 2009

Carnegie Science Center displays
special Darwin exhibit
The Tartan Online
February 23rd, 2009

"Darwin Celebration 2009" and
Interview between
Pres. Dougherty and Dr. Paul
Krause (mp3 file)
WDUQ 90.5 FM
February 22nd, 2009

Carnegie's, Lincoln's life plan under
fire
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
February 20th, 2009

All press »

Link s

Official Darwin 2009 website

Contact Us

Visit the Darwin 2009 site or email
darwin2009@duq.edu.
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revoluti onary teaching tool, the Darwin Syntheti c
Interv iew, now you can ask Darwin up to 199 questions
about hi s life and times, his likes and dislikes, and the
discovery of evoluti on. Help students obtain a deeper
understanding of the science of evoluti on and the
contro versy that surrounds it! Get the lesson plan

W eb: Book Now! Visit the ÒAsk DarwinÓ display  at
the Carnegie Science Center
In th e cl assr oom ! Learn how you can use Darwin
SI softwar e at your  school
Email Pollock@duq.edu for more info

The Evol ution of  Metab ol ism : Puz zle Race
How many cells are in the human body? Mi lli ons of
mi lli ons! How did li fe become the myriad of shapes
and sizes we see today, from humans to fish and single-
celled bacteria? Immerse yourself in the early li fe of
ancient oceans through the planetari um show ÒOur
Cells, Our Selves.Ó Explore the evoluti on of multi -
cellular organisms and the role of metaboli sm. Get the
lesson plan

How do I  schedule field trips at the Carnegie
Science Center? 

W eb: Book Now!
Em ail :  bookatour@carnegiemuseums.org
Cal l :  412-237-3400
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Phipps Conservatory
Veggie V ar iation -
Lesson Pl an K-3
Bri ng students to the
Veggie Variation

display to discover how broccoli ,
kale, kohlrabi , cauli flower, and
brussels sprouts are all
members of the same species!
Take
home a ÔmysteryÕ seed to watch as it grows into one of
many varieties of the basil species. Get the lesson plan

Fam il y Tr ees ‰!Ó Lesson Pl an K-6  And 6 -12
Discover the Genetic Garden, where students can learn
all about the work of Charles Darwin, Gregor Mendel,
and Reginald Punnett.  Pre- and post-visit activiti es will
make learning about genetic variabili ty and plant
reproduction fun and interesting. Get the lesson plan

Book a special ÒFamily TreesÓ class, led by Phipps
Conservatory staff. Learn all about the foundati ons of
modern genetics by explori ng plant li fe!

How do I  schedule field trips at Phipps
Conservatory?

W eb: Book Now!
Cal l :  412-441-4442 ext. 3925

back to top

Carnegie Museum of Natural History
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Discover y Room : F lesh ing O ut
Fossil s
DarwinÕs study of
fossils in his trip

around the world led hi m to
discover evoluti on. Compare
ancient and modern anatomies to
see how all organisms come from
pre-existing ancestors.

How do I  schedule field trips at the Carnegie
Museum of Natural History?

W eb: Book Now!
Em ail :  bookatour@carnegiemuseums.org
Cal l :  412.622.3289
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Thi s proj ect i s fun ded by Science Ed uc ati on  Partn ers hi p Aw ard  (SEPA) aw ard  f rom  the  Na ti on al Cen te r
for Researc h Resourc es, a com pon en t of  the  Na ti on al I nsti tute s of  H ealth.
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